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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 


eeeee Mae eees 
BA \ CO OOS. \ Comoe) 


sees 
seeeee 
iin weeese 
en ee pe ech ee eee ee ees 
ssitesssssessesesseessscerss baocicsitites ieee FO SD 


y 
seeeee = 
seeeezece 
WAR \ YOOUOOR  «OOGaa AA 
eeeeeese Re 
eeeeeeeWs seuss ss Mh ee ses e's 
Aba aeed “SERRE Sey 
Athi BERR Ss 
AA ~ Oe) 


Seeeeetee 
ee eeeetee 
**eeeteee 
TO “oe Wee Oe Of COA 
DODO, «= SYSAAAAAA AAAABAAA “\AAALIE 2) OOo 
AAA. CI “oe, «6(SAAAAAAA AAAAA) © AAS 
Lah . ae eeee 
ae chide SVT eee SAAS OD OIE 
** 
WOOO Wao. Cooocoom, WA Yt ¢ oo 
. i 
. “ibooooo. \ AAA OU, "Or © Gocereon 
seen \ 


An independent Religious Weekly, Standing for tiie Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 


Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness, and Formalism 


———— 


VOLUME XI NO. 3 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1944 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


“Sin, We Weould See eaur”’ 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 
“And there were certain Greeks among them that came 


up to worship at the feast: the 


same came therefore to Philip, 


which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, 
Sir, we would see Jesus”’—John 12 :20, 21. 


“And there were certain Greeks 
among them that came up to wor- 
ship at the feast: the same came 
therefore to Philip, which was of 
Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired 


- him, saying, Sir, we would see Je- 


sus”—John 12:20, 21. 


The Grecian Jews who came up 
to worship at the feast and longed 
to see the Lord Jesus, are typical 
of thousands of others in every age, 
who hunger to know Jesus, to find 
salvation and peace and forgive- 
ness of sins. 


It has become fashionable these 
days to say that you cannot have 
revivals any more, that sinners are 
harder to win than ever. There are 
many alibis these days for not 
winning souls. A woman in Phila- 
delphia told me, “Oh, how I would 
love to win souls! But I cannot do 
it here for all about us are only 
Roman Catholics.” In Brooklyn 
people told me, “What you say 
about soul winning does not fit 
here, because our neighbors are all 
Catholics and Jews.” People in 
Chicago told me that we could not 
have revivals in the North like we 
did in the South—that southerners 
were easier to reach but not so in 
the North. And in Toronto I was 
warned, “You need not expect to 
see people saved here like you do 
in the states. People are more con- 
servative in Canada.” And at least 


a hundred pastors, I suppose, have! 


lamented to me that their fields of 
labor were each one, “A very pecu- 
liar situation,” or “People here are 
more indifferent than they are else- 
where.” | 

The plain, simple fact, clearly 
taught in the Scripture, is that mil- 
lions of people have hungry hearts 
and are ready to hear the gospel. 
All people everywhere are sinners, 
with a bent to sinning, but a deep 
unrest, or the wages of sin, or the 
fear of death, or the heartache of 
a great bereavement, or the influ- 
ence of serious illness—all these 
lead men to cry out for God and 
peace of heart and assurance of 
salvation from sin and a home in 
Heaven. 


The Saviour said, “The harvest 
truly is great, but the labourers are 
few” (Luke 10:2). Jesus was sim- 
ply saying that everywhere, in all 
ages and all climes, among all races 
and in every strata of society, there 
are many, many hungry hearts who 
long for what -a Christian has, and 
who can be won if we go to them 
with are gospel! 


Bible Cases There 
ungry Hearts Seek- 
ing Salvation! 


_How well Jesus knew the human 
heart! We are told that He “need- 
ed not that any should testify of 


How Man 
Were of 


(Continued on page 2) 


HUNDREDS OF 


By the 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


POURING IN 


Editor 


This late word, hastily written 
Tuesday, Oct. 10th, finds hundreds 
of subscriptions pouring in for The 
Sword Ot The Lord. I am at Far- 


go, N. D. in a blessed union re- 


vival campaign. A long distance 
call from my office at Wheaton, 
Illinois, yesterday afternoon report- 


‘ed to’ me that over $600.00 came 
in the day’s mail, and most of that+ 


was for subscriptions. However, 
Monday’s mail is heavier than that 
on other days. I am rejoicing at 
the evidence of God’s blessing, and 
praying earnestly that thousands 
of others will send in subscriptions 
at once. | 


Remember, for two subscriptions, 


each one a dollar a year, we will 


send my new book, THE RUIN 
OF A CHRISTIAN, a cloth bound 


- book, brand new, with twelve popu- | 


lar and greatly used messages to 
Christians, to bring revival and 
joy and power with God and with 
man. There are 178 pages, and it 
is a beautiful gift. For ten sub- 


scriptions we will send five books 


free, a wonderful supply of gifts 
for loved ones. And the only way 


we can get the 10,000 new sub- 
_ scriptions we are asking God for 
- now is that many will send ten or 


more. Your cooperation is appre- 


ciated, and we know God will bless 
you for helping get out the gospel. 
Do what you can, send more next 
week, and be sure to give names 
and addresses carefully. Tell where 
we are to send the premium books, 
one for each two subscriptions, and 
please mark whether new or re- 
newal subscriptions. 

THIS OFFER DOES NOT AP- 
PLY TO CANADA OR FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. Foreign postage 
does not allow it. 3 

I will be doing my best in 
preaching here in Fargo, winning 
dear souls. Will you make my 
heart glad by doing your part to 
get The Sword Of The Lord into 
10,000 new homes? — 
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300! 


Rush Subscriptions In. Un- 
avoidable Delays On Sword 
Have Made Us Late In 
Campaign. Friends Need- 
ed Now To Make 1t0,000 
Subscription Campaign A 
Success. 


Wartime trouble about getting 
the Sword Of The Lord printed on 
time made the paper late in getting 
to you. Therefore we have gotten 
a late start on this big expansion 
program, celebrating our tenth an- 
niversary. The Sword was first 
printed Sept. 28, 1934. Now, with 
about 30,000 regular subscribers, 
we want to get 10,000 more right 
away. We ask for one thousand 
“partners” who will each send in 
ten subscriptions. We wanted them 
to send at least two each week for 
five weeks. Getting’‘a late start, now 
many must send- more than two 
each week, if they would be truly 
our partners in this great work. 
Others cannot send ten, they feel, 
but can send at least two. One of 
these may be your own renewal 
subscription. BUT WE. ARE LATE 
IN THE CAMPAIGN. PLEASE 
DO AT ONCE WHAT YOU CAN. 
Send some subscriptions now, if 
you can, and plan to get all of 
them in by the first week in Octo- 
ber, and you will greatly help us 
in this tremendous campaign. 


Remember, -we are not. asking 
for offerings forthe paper. We are 
not in any financial tight. We are 
only anxious that God’s message 
of revival and Spirit-filled Chris- 
tian living and salvation for sin- 
ners should get out to as many as 
possible. We know that readers 
want to help to do that, and will. 
Just send subscriptions to those 
who need The Sword Of The Lord, 
and do it as sodn as you can, to 
get in 10,000 new ones in this great 
10th Anniversary Expansion Cam- 
paign. 


Important Facts. About The 
Sword Of The Lord 

1. It is the only paper of its kind 
in America, with full length ser- 
mons from the greatest preachers 
dnd soul winners on the continent. 
Where else can you find such a 
paper, with full length sermons, 
evangelistic sermons specially, by 
Dr. H: A. Ironside, Dr. Louis Tal- 
bot, Dr. Robert G. Lee, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 


Dr. Robert L. Moyer, Dr. Hyman 


Appelman, Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, 
etc.? Nowhere else are published 
so many of the best sermons by 
the greatest soul winners, as far as 
we know. A few good papers with 
smaller circulation copy sermons 
from The Sword; other fine maga- 
zines major on prophecy or Sunday 
School lessons or short articles by 
graduates of their schools, or short 
Bible studies: But we know of none 
other that can so well be called, 
“America’s Foremost Evangelistic 
Weekly.” 


ginning in November each week 


| the Sword Of The Lord is to have 


eight large pages. And all at the 
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same price, paneer type, more fea- 
tures. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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2. The size has been doubled. Be- |’ 


“Rabbit - 


For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world, And is departed into Thessalonica.—II Timothy 8:10. 


And Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to take 
him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, 
and went not with them to the work. — Acts 15:37, 38. 


By Rev. Bob Jones, Sr., D.D., LL. D. 


Evangelist and Founder of Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland,’ Tenn. 


(Chapel message delivered to student body and faculty members 
of Bob Jones College, Thursday morning, December 16, 1943. Mechanic- 


ally recorded.) 


I am bringing you this morning 
a message on the subject of “Rab- 
bit-Chasers.” The subject may 
sound somewhat out of place for 
a Chapel address in a Christian 
college. You will, however, keep in 
mind that the God who made birds 
also made rabbits. Jesus talked _a- 
bout birds. He said that His Father 
who, by the way, is our Fathcr, 
too, 
the sparrow’s fall. Jesus also talk- 
ed about dogs. He called one of 
the rulers of his day an old fox. So, 
it is all right if I want to talk a- 
bout rabbits. 

When I was a boy in Southeast 
Alabama we used to have great 
fun at this season of the year hunt- 
ing O-possums. We did not say, 
“O-possums.” We said, “possums.” 
All hunters wanted good “possum 
dogs.” Many of the best ‘possum 
dogs in the country were plain, 
ordinary, cur dogs. We did. not 
judge them by their ancestors. 
Most of the dogs had no certifi- 
cates of birth and they had’ ne 
family trees. One of the best ’pos- 
sum dogs I ever saw was an old, 
mangy, cur dog that nobody would 
have wanted for any other purpose 
except to hunt ’possums. 

There was a type dog that no- 
body wanted. It was a rabbit-chas- 
ing dog. Sometimes a certain type 
dog would get on a possum trail 
until he reached a point where a 
rabbit trail had crossed the possum 


Chasers” 


if we are Christians,’ marked| 


Dr. Bob Jones Sx. . 


trail, then he would leave the ’pos- 
sum trail and follow the rabbit 
trail. Everybody had a contempt 
for that kind of dog. We all liked 
good rabbit dogs. We liked to 
chase rabbits and we did this often, 
but when we had a dog on a ’pos- 
sum trail we expected him to stay 
on the trail until he got the possum 
up the tree. About the worst thing 
you could say about a dog in my 
country when I was a boy was to 
call him a rabbit-chaser. 


The Rabbit Of Self-Will Or 

The ’Possum Trail Of 
God’s Purpose? 

Most people are rabbit-chasers. 

Some of you students are rabbit- 


(Continued on page 3) 


Empty Handed? 


By Eglon Sandelin 
(Translated from the Swedish by Mrs. Nellie Lundquist) 


When sometime, i in Heaven’s glory, 
I am:ever in God’s care, 

Will there be someone to meet me 
That I won to Jesus here? 


Millions now in darkness dying, 
Lost for all eternity, 

Give me grace that I may bring them 
Message of salvation free 


Savior dear, Oh let me ever 
Be a shining light, I pray, 
So that erring, lost and dying 
Home from darkness find their way. © é 


I will go, God’s love compels me, 
To a world in sin and shame 
And for heaven rescue many 
Dying ones, in J esus’ name. / 


Shall I find some star, I wonder, 


In my crow 
Or shall I be em 
When before 


linen Seiten arene ste seat: cere ot 


See 
God I stand? 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 13, 1944 


(Contined from page one) 


man: for he knew what was in 
man” (John 2:25). I think that 
river of compassion that welled up 
in the heart of the Saviour and 
flowed continually, grew partly out 
of His knowledge of the longings 
of the human heart. He looked on 
the people, restless, unsatisfied, like 
sheep having no shepherd. He knew, 
even far better than did the people 
themselves, the inexpressible long- 
ings, the sad remorse, the haunt- 
ing fears, the longing for peace that 
welled up in hearts around Him. 
And Jesus found that many people 
sought Him out and longed to be 
saved. 


in, uninvited, to kneel behind Jesus 
as He reclined on a couch at din- 
mer in the home of Simon the 
Pharisee, as we ‘are told in Luke 
7:36-50. She was a sinful woman, 
we suppose an abandoned harlot. 
Certainly, she was notorious. She 
could not put into words the long- 
ing of her heart for purity, for 
forgiveness, and yet as she wept 
over the feet of the Saviour and 
then wiped the tears from His 
dusty feet with her hair, Jesus 
knew all her heart. He read her 
penitence, He saw her face and said 
to her, “Thy sins are forgiven.” 
And again He said, “Thy faith 
hath saved thee; go in peace.” She 
was one of those whose wordless 
cry was, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
' But if that poor, sinful woman 
was down-and-out, Zacchaeus, the 
rich publican, was up-and-out. In 
Luke 19:2-4 we are told, 

“And behold, there was a man 
named Zacchaeus, which was the 
chief among the publicans, and hé 
was rich. And he sought to see Je- 
sus who he was; and could not for 
the press, because he was little of 
stature. And he ran before, and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to 
see him: for he was to pass that 
way.” 

As Jesus walked down the road, 
He was looking for men like Zac- 
chaeus; I wish I always were! Jesus 
looked up in the tree and said to 
Zacchaeus, “Zacchaeus, make haste, 
and come down; for to day I must 
abide at thy house.” And we are 
told, “And he made haste, and 


fully.” Then Jesus said that salva- 
tion had come that day to the 
house of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus had 
his longing fulfilled! Zacchaeus 
found the answer to his cravings, 
found what all his riches could 
never give! He was one of those 
whose heart cried out, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus.” 


None of the disciples believed 
that the woman at the well of Sy- 
char was a good prospect for the 
gospel. None of the apostles ex- 
pected her to be saved. She was a 
Samaritan for one thing, and she 
lived in sin for another and they 
did not dream of trying to break 
down the barrier of prejudice that 
separated Samaritans and Jews. 
But this very woman, no doubt, 
and other hungry hearts of the 
town, were the reason why we are 
told in John 4:4, “And he must 
needs go through Samaria.” No 


“Sin, We Would Soo goaus” 


There was a woman who came 


came down, and received him joy- 


sooner had the matter been cleared 
up that one was to worship God 
in truth, that is, in the heart, until 
she mentioned her longing for the 
Messiah, and Jesus was ready to 
say, “I that speak unto thee am 
he” (John 4:26). She needed no 
pleading! A thousand times she 
had longed for a way out of her 
shameful life, a way to peace in 
heart, forgiveness of sins, and a 
hope of salvation. On the spot she 
was instantly converted and ran 
to tell others and brought the whole 
town nearly, out to see Jesus. And 
many were saved before they got 
to Him, so hungry were their 
hearts! 


That only illustrates forcibly the 
Saviour’s word that “The harvest 
truly is great, but the labourers 
are few,” in Luke 10:2, or His 
statement at that very time about 
the little town of Sychar, that “Be- 
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your 
eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest’’ 
(John 4:35). Hundreds ‘of hearts 
in that little Samaritan town longed 
and cried out, as soon as they knew 
about Jesus, “Sir, we would see 
Jesus.” 


It is true that many sought Jesus 
for healing and many to hear His 
teaching and many from idle curi- 
osity. But underneath the idle 
curiosity or the selfish desires of 
the people, was this hunger in the 
hearts of many for God and.-peace 
and salvation. God’s Holy Spirit 
had spoken to them. Their need 
called for Him. They needed Jesus. 
As soon as they. well knew about 
Him they wanted Him! : 

How wonderful is the story of 
Cornelius and his household as re- 
lated in the tenth chapter of Acts. 
Here was a man who prayed, who 
fasted, who gave his money, who 
sought God with all his heart. His 
was no satisfied formalism. His 
was no heathen nor man-made re- 


ligion. His was the sincere seeking 


of a contrite heart after God. There 
were no Christians near, so God 
sent an angel from Heaven to tell 
him to send over to the town of 
Joppa and there get Simon Peter 
to come and tell him words where- 
by he and his household could be 
saved! 

I have chuckled many times at 
Peter’s report of how Cornelius and 
his household were saved. Peter 
said, “And as I began to speak, 
the Holy Ghost fell on them, as 
on us at the beginning.” (Acts 11: 
15). Peter, as he made that long 
journey to see Cornelius, had 
plenty of time to think about the 
sermon he would preach. He would 
start out with this theme, that all 
the Old Testament prophecies 
showed that the Saviour would 
come and that when one should 
put his trust in this Saviour, his 
sins would be forgiven. But Peter 
only stated his theme; he never got 
time to prove it. As soon as Peter 
said, “To him give all the prophets 
witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins,” Cor- 
nelius, his family and his servants 
were all saved! No one had to warn 
them of the danger of delay! No 
one had to plead with them to sur- 
render! All they needed was just 
that someone should tell them how 
to trust in Christ and be saved! 
The rest of Peter’s sermon could be 
saved for another time! bi 

An unhappy heart is often found 
in the midst of violence and blas- 
phemy. That poor jailor who thrust 
Paul and Silas in the inner prison 


‘}and made their feet fast in stocks, ' 
. |locked them up without their sup- 
—|per, did not act like a man ob- 


sessed with the sense of his guilt, 
a man longing to be saved, but 


| evidently that was the state of his 


heart. And there when’he had heard 
Paul and Silas pray and sing 
Psalrfis, or when he was. suddenly 


"| waked by the earthquake, he could 


find peace no longer but inquired 
of Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must 
I do to be saved?” It was simple to 
tell him, “Believe on the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 
and thy house,” and the whole 
family was saved that night, bap- 
tized, and rejoiced in the Lord. 
That wicked heart was a white 
harvest, though one would hardly 
have suspected it. In the most un- 
likely places people are hungry for 
God and want salvation. 


Oh, do you suppose when Jesus 
told the story of the lost sheep, 
there was no one who realized he 
was lost? Doesn’t a poor sheep, 
bleating away in the dark, know he 
is lost? When Jesus told about the 
boy who played the fool and went 
into a far country and wasted his 
substance with harlots, and came 
to the hog-pen of poverty and 
shame and want—do you suppose 
that he did not know the longing 
of multitudes of human hearts? Do 
you suppose that one who has 
played the fool, wasted his money, 
ruined his health, brought shame 
and disgrace on his family, does 
not know when he comes to the 
hog-pen that he is a fool? Jesus 
said, “The harvest truly is great.” 


Multitudes Today Can Easily 
Be Won 


As it was in Bible times, so it is 
today. There are-millions of sin- 
ners who would rejoice with great 
joy today if they knew how to have 
peace and forgiveness and salva- 
tion! Many see that sin leads to 
present ruin and eternal damna- 
tion. Many see that the wages of 
sin is death and that the way of 
the transgressor is hard. 


Last Thursday, September 21, on 
a Santa Fe train to Kansas City, 
I descended from my upper birth 
in the Pullman car, and after 
bathing and dressing, sat in the 
lounge car. “Some one may think 
I am showing off my religion,” I 
thought, but after some hesitation, 
I opened my brief case and took 
out my Bible and began my morn- 
ing readings. I had a specially good 
time in the eighth chapter of Rom- 
ans, considering specially verse 32, 
and then I went in the dining car to 
eat my breakfast. Other men wait- 
ed in line with me, and then three 


of us were assigned to the same} 


table. I put my Bible under my 
seat. I noticed that one man who 
had sat across the table from me, 
followed. I could find not a single 
seat in the coaches and I went back 
through the diner to the lounge 
car and the stranger followed me. 
When I found a seat, he sat beside: 
me. At last, rather puzzled, I spoke 
to him and he said, “I see you had 
a Bible. Are you a-a minister?” 
He was hesitant. He seemed to feel 
I might not like to talk about the 
matter. I assured him that I was 
a minister and immediately I asked 


-him, “Are you a Christian?” 


“No, I am not,” he said, “and I 
am in awful trouble. I have just 
lost my wife and she is on this 
train. I am taking her back to 
California where her father is a 
minister. She was a good Christian. 
She was too good for this world. 
Now if I could only know that she 
had forgiven me~for any lack on 
my part and that I could meet her 
in Heaven. I would be so happy!” 

I need not tell you that there in 
the club car we went through 
Scripture. after Scripture, making 
clear the plan of salvation. He 
came to his decision plainly and 
‘boldly and gripped my hand hard. 
His companion sat across the aisle 
facing us, and men all around us 
knew what was going on. All seem- 
ed reverent and this poor, broken- 


hearted man was unashamed as he 
thanked me again and again. I feel 
sure that he was genuinely convert- 
ed. 

Throughout the day, as I went 
on to speak at Newton, Kansas, I 
was filled half with shame and half 
with joy. I was ashamed, so asham- 
ed, that I did not beat him to it, 
that I did not make the way easy. 
But oh how glad I was that he ran 
me down, in a fashion, to get me to 
tell him how to be saved! 

Do you think that is so unusual? 
In July this year, in a Brooklyn 
tent campaign, my daughter Grace, 
helped in morning services for chil- 
dren. She thought that with these 
Catholic and Jewish children she 
must go easy until they learned 
some of the fundamentals of the 
gospel, and so they would not be 
frightened away. But after a day 
or two or three, she told the story 
of salvation and how we could 
know our sins were forgiven and 
that we were born again, children 
of God, through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Then she asked the little 
group, “Is there any one here who 
cares to be a Christian? Wouldn't 
you like to receive Jesus into your 
heart and trust Him to save your 
soul and forgive your sins?” 

A little girl held her hand. Sud- 


'denly a bright little fellow held up 


his hand and said, “Well, Miss 
Grace, it seems to me that all of us 
ought to get that settled right a- 
way. Why couldn’t we do that right 
now?” 

Grace agreed that it would be a 
good thing to have it settled right 
now, and with the Scripture before 
them, this boy and others trusted 
the Saviour and claimed Him open- 
ly and seemed very happy about it. 
Then he held his hand again and 
when permitted to speak he said, 
“Why, Miss Grace, isn’t it strange 
that none of us thought of that be- 
fore! We ought to have done this 
yesterday or before that, the first 
day! Why didn’t you think of it 
before, Miss Grace?” 

Those children from Jewish and 
Catholic homes in Brooklyn had 
the same sense of their need for 
God, their sense of a need for for- 
giveness and salvation, as intelli- 
gent children everywhere else have 
when the matter is brought to their 
attention. | 

A flood of memories come to my 
mind. In Dallas, Texas, an old man 
eighty-two years old heard me on 
the radio and wrote a card, saying, 
“The doctor says I am dying with 
cancer. I can’t last long. Will you 
come and help me to get ready to 
die?” Two weeks later, when a 
young preacher went to call upon 
him, they had carried him to his 
funeral! The lack there was not in 
the harvest. The harvest was truly 
great and ready and the fields were 
white! The trouble was with the 


labourers. Oh, God give us reapers! 


The president of a senior class in 
a Texas college was the son of a 
Baptist deacon. He attended Sun- 
day school each Sunday .morning, 
young peoples’ meeting each Sunday 
evening, and went to both morn- 
ing and evening preaching serv- 
ices each Sunday. He deliberately 
elected courses in Bible and made 
the highest grade in the class, high- 
er even than young ministers. When 
I asked him, in his senior year, 
“Herbert don’t you want to be a 
Christian?” he replied, “Of course 
I want to be a Christian! How 
could I be the kind of man I want 
to be if I am not a Christian?” 


And after he was saved he wept 
on my shoulder and said, “Nobody 
cared whether I was saved or not!” 
Let those who think sinners are ail 
so hardened and unreachable pon- 
der his case. Multitudes of people 


themselves long to be, until they 
are converted. 

In the Capitol Hotel in Amarillo, 
Texas, late one Sunday night after 
the evening service, three other 
preachers and myself were’ in one 
room when the telephone rang, and 
a man in another room asked for 
somebody to pray for him. We ask- 
ed him to come down to our room 
and he came. He had made $26,000 
the previous year, but his wife had 
quit him because of his drinking, 
life had become unbearable, and 
he had tried three times to commit 
suicide. I will never forget how the 
tears fell on the carpet and that 
young man, less than thirty, pray- 
ed, “O, God, help me to be the 
good boy my mother wanted me 
to. be!” His pitiful confession of 
sin, his contrite pleading for mercy, 
his glad acceptance of the Saviour, 
remind me that all about us are 
multitudes who could be won if 
only we went after them. 

I preached in the Evansville Res- 


“cue Mission, Evansville, Indiana, ~ 


one Sunday afternoon on the duty 
of soul-winning. A registered nurse 
went to the Welburn-Walker Hos- 
pital to night duty and said in her 
heart, “Brother Rice says I have 
blood on my hands! Oh, I have 
sinned in not warning people. I 
must try to win somebody tonight.” 
The first room she went to to ask, 
“Are you a Christian?” the woman 
sat bolt upright in bed and began 
to weep. She had had a major 
operation, but her fever did not go 
down, she would not sleep at night 
and the night before she would 
not even allow the nurse to turn 
out the light in her room. Now she 
told the nurse that it was not the 
operation, it was not her health, 
but her heart felt so guilty that she 
was afraid she would go to Hell 
if she went to-sleep. “Oh, if I only 
had somebody to pray for me!” 
she said. I came the next morning, 
and have never seen a more eager 
case. How glad she seized on the 
story of salvation, as a drowning 
man clutches a straw, or as'‘a 
starving man reaches for bread! 
She was wonderfully saved, as soon 
as she could understand how sim- 
ple it was to trust in» Jesus Christ. 
(Continued on page 4) 


know they can never bé what they _ 


Have You Lost 


A copy of each of the follow- 
iing tracts will be sent FREE 
to anyone upon request—Sin 
and Salvation, “No Room,” 
‘Where Are You Hiding? God 
Is Satisfied, Are You? Come 
To Dinner. “It Is Finished.” 
“Crutches.” Your Name In 
John 3:16, and a unique check 
tract. 
Address — 
BRIGHTON 3. WEAVER 
Alburtis, Pennsylvania 


The Blood of Christ 
By Evangelist John L. Bray 


This is a 32-page booklet, with colored cover. It contains four ser- 


15¢e Each (8 for $1.00) 
Order from: Evangelist John L. Bray, 


So. Jacksonville, Florida 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


“Rabbit 


Chasers” 


(Contined from page one) 

chasers. You came to college with 
your mind made up to finish your 
education and equip yourself for 
Christian leadership. You stayed 
on this "possum, trail of your pur- 
pose until one day you came to a 


- point where the rabbit of love had 


crossed the possum trail of your 
purpose. You took a whiff and left 
the possum trail and took off after 
the rabbit of love. Now, it is all 
right to chase a rabbit of love; but 
it is never right to leave the ’pos- 
sum trail of God’s purpose for your 
life and chase a rabbit of love. 
When you get the ’possum up the 
tree, or, in other words, when you 
complete the purpose that God had 
for you, then it is all right to go 
back and chase a rabbit. It is 
never right to leave the ‘possum 
trail of God’s plan for your life and 
go after any rabbit of any kind 
that crosses the trail. - 


There may be a young person 
listening to me now who came to 
Bob Jones College feeling that God 
had called you to a definite field 
of service. You had sense enough to 
know that a call to serve carries 
with it a call to prepare to serve. 
Your mind was made up when you 
came here to stay or the ‘possum 
trail until you treed the ‘possum 
or, in other words, until you com- 
pleted your training. One day the 
rabbit job crossed your path. You 
got a whiff of the rabbit trail and 
you left the possum trail of pre- 
paration and went off after the 
rabbit job. The probabilities are 
that when you catch the rabbit it 
will not be worth having, and it is 
absolutely certain that rabbit-chas- 
ers never tree ‘possums. 


All of you Bob Jones College 
students claim to be Christians. 
All of you say that you have 
trusted Jesus Christ as your per- 
sonal Saviour. Some of you came 
here unsaved, but -you have found 
God since you have been here. You 
pray day by day “Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.” Do you mean 
it when you pray fer God’s will 
to be done? Or are you just saying 
it with your lips? God has a will 
for your life. Some of you are on 
the ‘possum trail of the Divine 
purpose. It is up to you to decide 
whether you are going to stay on 
the ’possum trail or whether you 
are going to be a-rabbit-chaser as 
long as you live. A large percentage 
of professing Christians are rabbit- 
chasers. They are on the ’possum 
trail today. They will chase rabbits 
tomorrow. What are you going to 
be?—a possum dog or an ornery, 
good-for-nothing rabbit-chaser? 


Paul Stayed On The Trail Of 
God’s Will 


If you. will study the lives of the 
people who have succeeded in this 
world you will find they were peo- 
ple who stayed on the trail. “This 
one thing [ do,” says the Apostle 
Paul. “I haven’t time for anything 
else. I am called to be an apostle. 
I am separated unto to the job. I 
am on the trail; and it doesn’t 
‘matter what happens, I am going 
to stay on the trail. You can’t 
knock me off of the trail! You can’t 
beat me off of the trail! You can’t 


call me off of the trail!” And he 


stayed on the trail of God’s pur- 

Figuratively 
speaking,. he got the “possum up 

. the tree. One day he got to be an 
old man. He sat down and wrote 
a young man and said, “I have 
kept the faith. I have finished the 
course.” 


The Apostle Paul chased the 
*possum of God’s purpose for his 
life across the Mediterranean. He 
chased it into the palace of kings. 
He ran it through the courthouse. 
The judge himself couldn’t call 
him off of the trail! He was beaten 
and was left by the roadside 
bloody. He got up and took an- 


‘to chase rabbits! You have no right 


other “whiff” and kept running 
He chased that ‘possum through 
-dismal dungeons. But. he stayed on 
the trail! God never used any man 
who left the ‘possum trail to.chase 
rabbits. 

God has a will for your life. 
God has a purpose back of your 
existence. God has revealed His 
will and His purpose to some of 
you. Some of you got on the trail, 
but you didn’t stay there. You got 
a whiff of a rabbit and you said, 
“Well, I think a rabbit will satisfy 
me. I would rather catch a rabbit 
tonight than run a ’possum through 
the woods and across the creek 
and up the hill and then up a tree. 
A rabbit is all right. A rabbit is 
just as good as a possum anyway.” 
A rabbit is all right, if God made 
you to be a rabbit-chaser. If God 
meant for you to be a stenographer 
then being a stenographer is just 
as divine a job as being a queen. 
If God meant for you to plow “in 
the field, then plowing in the field 
is just as sacred as standing in a 
pulpit. If God Almighty meant for 
you to be a carpenter, then- being 
a carpenter is as holy a job for you 
as wearing a priestly robe or sing- 
ing in the choir. But if God put 
you on a ’possum trail, it is a sin 


to do it! Stay on the trail. Don’t 
turn back. Go through with it! 
The men who have gone ‘places for 
God have always been the men who 
stayed on the ’possum trail. 


Jesus Could Not Be Turned 
Aside — Father’s 


The Son of God came. all the 
way from Heaven to this earth. (I 
am. speaking reverently.) He got on 
the trail of His. Father’s will. 
Everything tried to stop Him, but 
He stayed on the trail. One day 
He had a little group about Him 
and He said, “I must go to Jerusa- 
lem.” One of His disciples said, 
‘Don’t You go—far be it from 
You!” Jesus said, “Get behind me, 
Satan.” “Where are You going?” 
we ask Jesus. “I am going to Jeru- 
salem to die. I came to earth to die. 
I am not going to turn back! I am 
on the trail of the Divine purpose.” 
And he stayed there' One day He 
hung on the cross in agony and 
blood. After a while He cried, “It 
is finished.” He stayed on the trail. 
He never got off. He said, “I came 
to do my Father’s will, and now it 
is done.” He died for us. And my 
Bible says, “He shall see of the 
travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied.” 


You will never be happy off of 
the trail. A man that is called of 
God to preach may do something 
else. He may go to Congress. He 
may be a governor. He may be a 
United States Senator. He may be 
a president! But no man was ever 
happy who left the ’possum trail 
of God’s purpose. You stay on the 
trail and do the will of God, or 
you will never be happy in this 
world. There is no such thing as 
contentment and happiness outside 
of the will of God. And there is 
nothing that can be done to you 
that will take out of your heart the 
joy of living as long as you are 
on the “possum trail” of the di- 
vine purpose. 


People Must Prepare ree: 
. “ney 2 onl The ns gid 0 


Stay on ~ gat Don’t get off 
of it! Don’t you let some little, 
frizzly-headed, rabbit of a girl stop 
you until you finish your prepara- 
tion for the work to which God has 


ries with it a sacred obligation to 
prepare. You have no right to be 
a little, shabby, good-for-nothing 
preacher when you can be a good 
preacher. You would have contempt 
for a doctor who would-go out to 
practice medicine unprepared. Yet 


‘lof sick people! You are supposed 


God’s. work, but I have never 


>|} you from the “’possum trail.” God 


called you. The call to preach car- 


unprepared preachers. Dealing with 
spiritual matters and immortal 
souls is far more important than 
dealing with the bodies of men and 
pouring medicine down the throats 


to finish your educational prepara- 
tion for the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ—the work to which - has 
called you. 


There are some of you girls here 
who are called to be teachers. You 
are Christian girls. You have a 
sacred calling. You have no right 
to stop short of the best prepara- 
tion it is possible for you to get. 
Some girl here this morning is call- 
ed to be a missionary. You have 
no right to go out unprepared. I’ve 
known God to use people who 
never had a chance to prepare for 


known God to use a person who 
had a chance and would not take it, 
or who could have made a chance 
and would not do it. God won’t 
use you if you let a rabbit divert 


doesn’t have much usé for rabbit- 
chasers. God likes the folks who 
stick to the business to which He 
calls them. 


‘I told you one time when I spoke 
on the text: “He that wavereth is 
like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed” that God 
never trusts a wavering man. A 
double minded man is unstable in 
all’ his ways. God won’t trust a 
wavering man, and the devil won’t 
trust him. So the man who wavers 
is in a bad fix! I know some men 
who cannot be trusted. Men can’t 
trust them. God can’t trust them. 
The devil can’t trust them. Nobody 
can trust them! I am talking to 
somebody today who, if you walk- 
ed up and said, “Oh, God, give me 
wisdom,” God would say, “If I 
gave it to you somebody would 
talk you out of it when you go up- 
town.” You pray, “Oh, God, lead 
me to what You would have me to 
do.” God says, “No need to pay 
any attention to him. If I told him 
what to do he would start out to 
do it and run into the devil. The 
devil would say, ‘I wouldn’t do it.’ 
And the devil would talk him over 
on his side.” 


Some people are always being 
taken over by the devil and then 
pulled back by God. The devil 
gets them and then God gets them 
again. They never get anywhere. 
Instead of running down the road of 
the possum trail, they are on the 
side with God and then they are 
on the side with the devil and then 
back again on the side with God. 
They do all their ‘walking across 
the trail. They wear themselves 
out; they run their legs off running 
between. God and the devil. They 
are over here with the devil and 
God says, “Come back.” They 
come back and say, “All right, 
God, we are back.” The devil says, 
“Come over here.” And they say, 
“All right,” and they go back. Then 
they say, “We are going to call on 
God a minute now, we will be back 
in a little while.” And they just 
keep running between God and the 
devil. 


It Is Faithfulness God Re- 
quires—Not What The 
World Calls Success 


Oh, isn’t it wonderful to see a 
fellow stay on the trail? You say 
to him, “Where are you going?” 
He says, “I am going after. a ’pos- 
sum. I am never going to stop until. 
I tree him if I have to run a hun- 
dred years. I'll die on the trail.” I 
would rather see a dog die on the 
possum trail and never catch a 
*possum than to see him run off 
after a rabbit and catch the rabbit. 
I have more respect for a dog that 
runs until his tongue hangs out and 
he slobbers himself nearly to death 
hunting a ‘possum at night and 
never get the 'p. *possum than to see 
him run off after a rabbit. And 
if he never gets‘the ‘possum and 
comes home the next morning with 


we fill some of our pulpits with 


the best I could!” I will take that 
old dog in my kitchen and give him 
a pone of corn bread. I will butter 
the bread, too! I will wrap him 
up and hug him and say, “You 
good old dog! There is one good 
thing about you, dog: you couldn't 
be turned back after you got on 
the trail!” 

Some of us will never have.-our 
dreams come true—not in this 
world. Some of us are going to die 
@n the possum trail without ever 
getting the possum up a tree. After 
a while people will come in and 
say, “Poor old dog. But he never 
did stop!” Say, listen! if you stay 
on the trail until you die and don’t 
tree your possum in this world, you 
will find a ’possum up a tree in 
Heaven some day. God Almighty 
won't let you be defeated! And 
God won’t let rabbit-chasers win. 
God doesn’t condone rabbit chas- 
ing. He likes "possum dogs. What 
are you? What kind of a dog are 
you? Are you a rabbit-chaser or a 
"possum dog? 


If I were going to chase a rabbit 
I would pick a big one. I would 
stop and smell—and if he smelled 
like a little one, I would let him go. 
I can understand a fellow who gets 
off of the ‘possum trail for a 
hundred million dollars. But I 
don’t understand the fellow who 
gets off for a hundred dollars a 
month. The devil. doesn’t have to 
pay much to get some people. They 
sell themselves so cheap. If the 
devil was going to get me, he cer- 
tainly would have to pay 3 good 
price, because I want to be a ’pos- 
sum dog. 


If you could get off of the ’pos- 
sum trail for your life and get ail 
the money in the United States 
and all the money in Great Britian, 
and all the wealth of China (and 
there is wealth in China!) and all 
the wealth of Russia (and there is 
wealth in Russia), and all the 
wealth of the world and wind up 
without the will of God being done 
in your life, you would be a fool! 
And yet some people in this coun- 
try leave the possum trail of God 
Almighty’s purpose who will never 
tree any gold or silver or any of 
the luxuries of life. 


If you could, by getting off of 
the trail of God’s purpose for your 
life, become a governor of a state 
and then a United: States Senator 
and then the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and if you could then 
form a federation of world govern- 
ments and become the monarch of 
the world, you would still be a 
fool! If you could, by getting off of 
the ‘possum trail of God’s purpose 
for your life, get in society and be 
the social queen of America and 
the social queen of the world and 
be written up in the papers as the 
best dressed woman or the most 
charming society woman of the 
earth, and wind up without God’s 
will for your life being done in 
your life, you would be a fool! We 
have girls in this country who 
spend their lives chasing little rab- 
bits of pleasure. They always wind 
up miserable failures. I wouldn't 
chase little rabbits. If I were going 
after a rabbit I certainly would 
stop and take a good smell and 
try to find out what size he was 
before I left the possum trail of 
God’s purpose for my life. 


The Reward Of Those Who 
Stay On The Trail Of 
God’s Will 


Did you ever hear a dog bark 
that had treed a ‘possum? Oh, the 
music! He may be a common cur 
dog. He may have the mange. He 
may not have had any fine an- 
cestors. He may have ordinary dog 
blood in him. But you left him get 
a possum up the tree on a cold 
night and you will hear such music 
as you have never heard before. 


.|“You go up the 
i IT can't climb the 


He gets a song in his throat. He 
says, “Come on! Come on! I’ve got) 


*possum’s eyes through the branches 
and the dog says, “Go up there and 
get him! Cut this tree down and 
let me get to him!” Then you get 
the ‘possum out of the tree and 
you and your dog start home to- 
gether. You say to the dog, “What 
kind of a trail did you come over?” 
Wagging his tail he seems to say, 
“I have forgotten the trail. I must 
have some blood on me but I 
hadn’t thought about it. I came 
through the mud and swam the 
creek.” You ask, “Are you sorry 
you did it?” The dog looks up into 
your eyes and seems to say, “Me 
sorry! Oh, boy, not me! I wouldn’t 
have every rabbit-in the woods. I 
love possum! I chased this one. It 
was a wonderful chase and at last 
I won!” 


You wait until you hear the old 
saints barking up the tree, ’ the 
saints of God who wouldn’t be 
turned aside, the men and women 
who found out what God wanted 
them to do and got on the ’possum 
trail of the Divine purpose and 
stayed on it. At the end of the 
trail they will say, “I have finished 
the course!” They will forget the 
hardships. They will forget the bat- 
tles. They won’t even remember 
the difficulties! They stayed on’the 


possum and their hearts began to 
sing. 


I used to go up and hug the old 
possum-hunting dog. I would say, 
“You good old dog! I am glad you 
didn’t run off after that rabbit! 
Come cn now, we will go home and 
get you something to eat. The dog 
would walk along with us and we 


would stop and pat him on the 
head. 


If you will stay on the trail of 
God’s purpose for your life you 
will get a pat on the head some 
day, too. It will be the pat of the 
nail-pierced hand. And you will 
hear a good voice. It will be Some- 
body saying, “Well done! Well 
done! Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant. Well done!’ That 
one utterance from the lips of our 
Lord and Master, that one ex- 
pression, “Well done!” will more 
than compensate for all the hard- 
ships, all the battles, all the strug- 
gles, all the briar patches, all the 
creeks, all the cold nights, all the 
suffering! 


There is really a lot of fun in 
the chase, too. God is so wonderful. 


before we get into the race, He 
gives us joy on the chase, and then 
when we have finished He takes 
us Home and rewards us. 


Young people, make up your 
mind whether you are going to be 
a ’possum dog or a rabbit-chaser. 
Make up your mind. Every one of 
you will be one or the other. Some 
of you have been smelling a rabbit 
the last few days. You have been 
trying to decide whether you will 
stay on the ’possum trail or go af- 
ter the rabbit. Make up your mind 
and let us know whether you will 
be back next semester. Any of 
you rabbit chasers who are going 
to start on the chase, let us know 
right away. Are you going through, 
or are you going off on a rabbit 
trail? Are you going to keep step 
with God and God’s purpose or are 
you going to run off on a side line? 
Are you going to be a possum dog 
or a rabbit-chaser? Make up your 
mind! | 

Prayer: “Our Heavenly Father, 
we thank Thee for the men through 
the ages who stayed on the trail. 
We thank You for Paul. We thank 
You for the other apostles. Some 
of them wavered. Some of them got 
off of the trail once in a while, but 
thank God they came back. We 


know it is bad to. get off. It is 


worse to stay off. You. have a plan 


trail until one day they treed the . 


He pays us something in advance — 
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